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U.S. provincial team visit to the Zambia delegation from January 14-20, 2018

An  African proverb
states, “If you want to go
fast, go alone; if you want to
go far, go together.”

This adage summed up
well the tone and purpose of
the General Assembly of the
Missionary Oblates in the
delegation of Zambia.

Forty-seven Oblates
met for four days in Lusaka,
the week of January 14th,
2018 at the Jesuit Retreat
Center there.

The theme of the
Assembly was “Come And

See” which underlined the necessity of
familiarizing all the Oblates of the
delegation with the many and diverse
ministries of the Oblates in Zambia, as
well as continue the strategic planning for
future new ministries vis a vis the six
directions for Oblate ministry outlined at
the 2016 General Chapter in Rome.

Fr. Vincent Sakala, OMI,
Delegation Superior, opened the
Assembly with Eucharist. In his
welcoming address, he reminded the
Oblates of some of the

accomplishments achieved on behalf of
the poor since 1984 when the Oblates
from the U.S. Southern Province began
ministering in this South Central African
country. Continued on page 2

Among the Oblates at the Assembly were: Mongu Bishop Evans
Chinyemba, Frs. Vincent Sakala, Jim Chambers, Lou Studer, Livingston
Bishop Valentine Kalumba, Fr. Art Flores.



OMI-USA - 2

Continued on page 3

Frs. Michael Musaba. Richard Chanda, Jim Cham-
bers, Joseph Kang’ombe, and Bro. George Litiya

One of the first concerns of
these founding Oblates was to catechize
and evangelize in parish ministry.
Quickly, they organized groups of lay
leaders to become catechists,
recognizing that the four Oblate
founders themselves could not possibly
bring the gospel to the many they
encountered.

Oblates are known and
recognized for their closeness to the
people they serve at Mary Immaculate
Parish in Lusaka, which they founded.
They identified several lay leaders who
could help the Oblates get established
in this new missionary venture.
Eventually, these leaders built a new
church building, social hall, rectory and
helped make possible educational,
social, spiritual outreach for a couple
thousand parishioners and others
beyond parish boundaries.

Statistics can begin to tell the
story of the success of the Oblate

presence these past 34
years in Zambia. The
Oblates of Mary
Immaculate are the
largest male religious
order in Zambia.
Currently, 24 pre-
novices are preparing
to become Oblates,
living at the seminary
residence built to
house them in 2011. It
was dedicated and
blessed by U.S.
Provincial, Bill Antone.

The Oblate
parish in Kalabo
currently serves 65
parish out stations; in Shongombo, the
Oblates serve 25. This vast outreach
from the central main parish is typical.
Because of unreliable transportation, or
none at all, poor roads, seasonal
flooding, very few vehicles, the Oblates
know many of the parishioners cannot
get to the main parish. So the Oblates
meet them where they are, as often as

they can, often experiencing these
same transportation difficulties
themselves.

Poor transportation was also
one of the primary reasons to establish
Radio Liseli (Light). The Oblates
provide catechetical and evangelical
teaching as well as educational, social,
spiritual and even sometimes political
education, particularly to the people
of western Zambia where
transportation is particularly
challenging.

Radio Liseli enables
people to have direct, daily
conversation with Oblates, listen
to the celebration of the Mass, ask
questions of a priest, and, for
some, most importantly, receive
strength and hope through the
encouraging message of the
gospel, and counseling from an
Oblate, as well as advice about
practical application of the gospel
in one’s daily life.

One complicated, complex
issue which Radio Liseli has brought
to the attention of its listeners is
deforestation.

From the Provincial
Continued from page 1
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Continued from page 2
From the Provincial

Frs. Flores, Chibesa

Continued on page 16

Deforestation is the cutting
down of trees for sale, usually to other
countries who pay handsomely for this
wood. It is unclear who benefits from
these sales but the government does
little to stop it, even though the forests
are on public properties. Trees attract
the rain, necessary for crops to grow.
Deforestation creates a desert climate
thus producing very little rain. This
greatly harms the farmers’ economic
welfare and is already having serious
effect on food production for the
people, especially the poor. Bishop
Evans Chinyemba, OMI, in the
Mongu diocese, has spoken often
publicly  about this grave concern.

The second half of the Oblate
Assembly addressed the possibility of
beginning some new ministries as the
delegation continues to implement the
six directions of the General Chapter in
prioritizing its ministries.

The Oblates are recognizing
“the new poor with their many faces” in
the new ministry of coordinating the
prison ministry  in Zambia. Correctional
Ministry is currently “hit and miss,” if at
all. Oblates hope to ensure that through
this correctional ministry, dear to the
heart of Oblate Founder, St. Eugene de

Mazenod, prisoners will be given
renewed hope, new assurance of their
dignity as sons and daughters of God.
Other new ministries include ministry
with youth, with a plan to establish an
office to coordinate this ministry in the
delegation and assign an Oblate to this
ministry full-time.

The ministry of agriculture,
raising livestock for financial
sustainability but also to help feed the
people has become a creative,

necessary work of
the Oblates in
Zambia. Oblates
have learned the
techniques of
e c o l o g i c a l
farming, how to
raise chickens,
pigs, quail, and
even fish.

In the diocese of Livingstone
where Bishop Valentine Kalumba,
OMI, was installed in September 2016,
the Oblates are planning to eventually
build a Marian Shrine.

With Victoria Falls nearby, a
major world attraction, the Oblates may
put the Shrine under the patronage of
“Our Lady of the Falls.” With heavy
tourism to this beautiful area in this very
poor diocese, they hope to be able to
provide spiritual sustenance for
thousands of weary travelers from all
over the world.

The Oblates will soon staff a
parish currently being built in Livingstone

Final Mass, l-r: Fr. Nebby Mutate, Bro. Godfrey Sekula, Fr. Lou Studer,
Bro. Elvis Ngosa Mwamba, Fr. Vincent Sakala.

L-r: Fr.s. Kennedy Sampa,  Godfrey Sekula Mpundu and Jim Chambers
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T wenty two Oblate Associ-
ates arrived at the Oblate
Center in Lusaka Saturday

morning, January 20, to celebrate
Mass with the Oblates, attend a
meeting and socialize after. They
were joined by nine Zambian Ob-
lates and three U.S. Oblates.

During Mass, nine Associates
renewed their commitment to continue
to follow the charism of St. Eugene and
two others made this commitment for
the first time.

These Zambian Associates
play a very significant and impor-
tant role in the presence and minis-
try of the Oblates in Zambia. They
are leaders in several parish orga-
nizations, particularly in the areas
of administration and finance but

Oblate Associates
flourish in Zambia

by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Frs. Jim Chambers (back, far l) and Art Flores (back, far r) join a meeting
of Oblate Associates and priests  in Zambia.
also serving in executive positions.

They also help ensure that there
is good coordination of the many vol-
unteers in the Oblate parishes and out
stations.

Added to all that, they also
serve as catechists, particularly in min-
istry sites not easily reached by the
Oblates themselves because of poor
transportation.

On the Sunday closest to Feb-
ruary 2, parents who come to
the Spanish Mass at the Lour-

des Grotto/Tepeyac de San Antonio are
invited to present their children – from
one month to five years – to the Lord,
in remembrance of the Presentation of
Jesus in the temple

This year, on Feb. 4, about
1,500 people participated in the cer-
emony, as Fr. Saturnino Lajo, OMI,
having offered the prayer of presenta-
tion of about 200 children, led a pro-
cession to the plaza of the Mártires
Oblatos de España Pastoral Center.
There, the children released balloons.

Afterwards, thanks to the do-
nations from the Grotto Hispanic com-
munity, the Grotto staff and volunteers
served breakfast. Fr. Lajo (lower l in green vestments) presides at the release of balloons.

Parents present children
to the Lord at  Grotto
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(L-R) Henry Zayamoe, David Garstecki, Chris Din, holding a
statue of Our Lady of Hope, Mark Anthony Hernandez, Mateusz
Garstecki, Mrs. Barbara Garstecki

(L-R) Mateusz Garstecki, Henry Zayamoe, Mark Anthony
Hernandez leading one of the Holy Hour hymns.

Four prenovices from Buffalo, NY, Chris Din,
Mateusz Garstecki, Mark Anthony
Hernandez and Henry Zayomoe, accom-

panied by Mateusz’ mother, Barbara, and brother,
David, came to “391” to join tens of thousands of
others from around the nation for the 45th annual
March for Life, held this year on Jan. 19.

They arrived in time to join in the celebration
of the Vigil for Life Mass at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on
Jan. 18. Oblate Frs. George Kirwin, Charles
Hurkes and Dwight Hoeberechts were among
the concelebrants at the Mass led by Timothy
Cardinal Dolan.

For many of the 45 years of the M arch, the
Shrine has hosted a National Prayer Vigil for Life,
fol lowing the M ass itself.  Led by groups of semi-
narians from dioceses around the nation, hundreds
of marchers spend a Holy Hour before the Blessed
Sacrament  throughout the night.

A f ter l ast year ’ s M arch, one of  the
prenovices contacted the USCCB, offering to lead
one of the Holy Hours. Some time later, Fr. Alex
Roque, OMI, formator in the pre-novitiate, re-

ceived notice from the USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities
inviting them to join the seminarians of St.
Charles  Borromeo Seminary of
Wynnewood, PA, for the 1:00 a.m.-2:00
a.m. period.

After spending some time getting
to know the seminarians from St. Charles
in the Shrine Crypt sacristy,  Christopher
Din, led the procession to the altar. A dea-
con from St. Charles gave a homily and

seminarians from other semi-
naries led the various prayers.

During silent meditation
time, each of the seminarian
groups played or sang a couple
hymns. The whole hour was a beautiful time spent with
Jesus, praying for the unborn, and we were very blessed
and honored to have had the opportunity to participate
in leading it.                  -by  Mateusz Garstecki

The common outcry, justly made on behalf of
human rights-for example,
the right to health, to home, to

work, to family, to culture- is false
and illusory if the right to life, the
most basic and fundamental right
and the condition of all other per-
sonal rights,  is not defended with
maximum determination.-

-St. John Paul II: Christifideles Laici- no. 38

Oblate prenovices march,
lead a Holy Hour for Life

         -by  Mateusz Garstecki
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Former Oblate, Fr. Daniel Nusbaum, 83, died on
Nov. 9, 2017 in Sylvania, OH.
Former Oblate, Fr. Joseph Felker, 71, died on Dec.
3, 2017 in Riverside, CA.
Louise Hanna, HOMI, 97, died in Douglas, GA on
Jan. 4. 2018
Fr. Ron Walker, OMI, 83, died on Feb. 9, 2018 in
San Antonio, TX

some decades ago.  During that time, many of our men
were assigned to one-priest parishes simply to get jobs
and income.  Some were even instructed by their pro-
vincial to go out and find their own work, since none
could be found within province commitments.  We cer-
tainly haven’t been in that situation for a while!  But
declining numbers need not, and frankly must not, mean
declining missionary zeal.

The U.S.P. welcomes many Oblates from other
units who have crossed oceans and borders to minister
here in second, and even third languages.  We also have
“local” men who have left the geographic area of their
former provinces to minister in new immigrant commu-
nities with those who speak Spanish, Hmong, Burmese,
and more.  Another Oblates’ new language might be
Snapchat, reaching out to encounter people who con-
nect more on social media than in the parish church.

Wherever we are, whatever we do, with whom-
ever we have the privilege of working, our Savior chal-
lenges us to rely principally on God’s grace.  We are
not called to new things simply for innovation’s sake.
But each of us is uniquely called to use our talents cre-
atively and in new situations to serve the poor.  This
trumps any well-known and comfortable models of past
ministry, however well-done.

We are the new Cavalry of Christ!  We may
ride in Fords and Chevys instead of horses, but there is
one thing we can’t afford to ride as missionaries: coat-
tails.  While we’re honoring our legacies, let’s not forget
to create new ones.  Our “job” is to connect and re-

Happy Birthday!
As of February 25, 2018, we are

201 years old.  We look pretty good for
our age!

Oblates look best working, it seems
– whatever our age.  What we don’t look
good doing, however, is simply doing

what has always been done.  St. Eugene founded his little
band to meet the needs which the ordinary church was not
only incapable of doing, but even incapable of imagining.
 Preaching to dock workers and fishmongers in their
own dialect?
 Ministry among prisoners and prostitutes?
 Organizing youth on the street?
 Starting a new congregation of like-minded people
who both love the church and desire to serve it most deeply
in those who were most averse to its wealth and power?

De Mazenod even added Masses to the Sunday
schedule at an hour when most clergy and religious would be
sleeping through second nocturnes.  This was not mere main-
tenance, but missionary work in its most vital sense: zealous,
inspired, faithful hard work to help God’s people know their
dignity as brothers and sisters to Jesus, especially where the
official church did not (yet) reach.

It’s harder to imagine a better model of that
kind of work than the first Oblate Missionaries who
came to North America.  From the mind-numbing, back-
breaking labor of the first missionaries in the Oregon
Territory and Canada to the “Cavalry of Christ” in the
Rio Grande, we have many historical examples to ad-
mire and imitate.  Like St. Eugene’s earliest band in
Aix-en-Provence, they did not simply step into existing
church structures and work predictably within them.
They respected these relationships with the local
church, but they did precisely what the local parishes
were NOT doing.  In this “New World,” there weren’t
even many structures existing where they went.  And
they certainly went – across an ocean, most of them
never to return.  Most of them died in their new  land
after learning at least one, if not two, new languages.

I’d like to challenge myself, and you with me, to imi-
tate them more directly.  As much as we rightly admire the
work begun by these early Oblates, I wonder if we are free
enough to do what they did, and not merely continue what
they began.

We have done wonderful work throughout our his-
tory in the United States, resulting in a surge of vocations

Continued on page 7
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Under the direction of Fr. Leo Perez, OMI, the Oblate Musical
Camp from the Lourdes Grotto in San Antonio presented the play
“Silent Night” on Friday Dec. 22, 2017.
The drama portrayed the story of how the world famous Christmas

carol was written in 1818 Austria. 30 teenagers spent 3 days rehearsing
the play, which contained hymns sung in German. They also sang a Spanish
carol at the curtain call to provide some local flavor.

 Scholastic Bro. Stephen Montez helped with the retreats for
the teens, and Pre-novice Mateusz Garstecki provided and supervised
the stage lights.

The youth are looking forward to the upcoming summer show
planned for the week of June 10-16: Andrew Lloyd Webber’s musical
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat.”

Tenors and Basses waiting backstage during the
performance of  Silent Night at the Grotto

Oblate Musical Group performs at Texas Grotto

connect people to the person of Jesus
Christ.  Whether our preferred work-
ing wardrobe is jeans, clerics or a cas-
sock, and whether our tools-of-the-
trade are pulpits or  smart-phones, we’ll
always look our best when we become
the missionaries whom God calls us to
be, whatever our age.  That is always a
beautiful sight to behold.

Don’t forget our upcoming
contemplative option at Lebh Shomea

House of Prayer in Sarita, TX – “Mercy
Towards our Common Home” –
March 5-12.  (These retreats are) a little
longer than the others, but may be short-
ened to meet your schedule.  Only one
conference daily, with optional faith
sharing provides a more secluded and
contemplative atmosphere than our
other retreats.

The new director of Lebh
Shomea, Maurice Lange, will be offer-
ing the conferences on these retreats.
               -by Fr. James Brobst, OMI

Continued from page 6

Happy Birthday!

On an icy-cold December 27,
2017, Fr. Piotr Dudek, OMI
took his leave from St. Joseph

the Worker Shrine in Lowell, MA, af-
ter ministering There for just over two
years. His new assignment is to another
Oblate ministry site: St.Peter’s Church
in New Westminster, British Columbia,
Canada.

St. Peter’s in western Canada
was started by the Oblates in1860,.
Eight years later (1868), the Oblates
founded St. Joseph’s in the eastern part
of the USA. Continuity and internation-
ality are hallmarks of Oblate ministry
and the exchange of personnel has al-
ways enriched our pastoral works.

We thank Fr. Piotr for his great
service at St. Joe’s – his dependability,
pastoral sensitivity, youthful enthusiasm
and eagerness to undertake new ven-
tures as well as his reverence in cel-
ebrating the Liturgy were all well ap-
preciated and will long be fondly re-
membered by all who worship at the
Shrine of St. Joseph the Worker.
Photo, l-r:  Frs. Piotr,  Jerry Orsino, OMI,
Terry O’Connell, OMI, Jim Savarese, Fr
Gene Tremblay, OMI

by Jim Savarese

St. Joseph Shrine, Lowell
bids adieu to Fr. Piotr
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Pastor Richard Kulwiec, OMI,
celebrated Mass and presented
Oblate Associate crosses to 22

members at their first Commitment dur-
ing the Saturday evening Mass, Janu-
ary 27 at St. Joseph’s Parish in Eagle
Pass, TX. Four other Associates re-
newed their commitment.

Preceding the  ceremony,  Geri
Furmanek, National Director of Ob-
late Associates, led a Day of Retreat
focused on  facets of the Oblate
charism and spirituality.

The three Catholic parishes and
two Mission Churches of Eagle Pass
(population 28,834)  are all staffed by
Missionary Oblates. In addition to Fr.
Kulwiec, Oblate Fathers Jim Fee,
Pauldass Selvaraj and Lawrence
Mariasoosai serve the the entire
Catholic faith community.

The extraordinary coopera-
tion between the Oblates and their
parishes and missions has resulted
in Eagle Pass being home to 110
Oblate Associates in all. According
to Geri Furmanek, “The Oblates

U.S. Ms. Furmanek says, “They are
drawn by the opportunity to share in
the charism and take the Good News
to the most abandoned.  The Associ-
ates work beyond boundaries of par-
ish or neighborhood, staying in com-
munication about the needs and re-
sources they encounter.

“I am grateful to the Oblates for
their witness of availability and being
close to the people.  This, in addition
to their invitation to men and women to
use their talents and goodness to bring
the Good News to those on the mar-
gins encourages the people to become
part of the Mazenodian Family.”

working with the laity
brings this all about. I’m
grateful to Fr. Pauldass
Selvaraj for the communi-
cation  he  maintains with the
National Office.”

Ms. Furmanek
also expressed gratitude to
the local Associate coor-
dinators, Dr. Carlos and
Sandra Hernandez,
Rosalinda González,
Mario Pola, Diana Fernandez,
Veronica De La Peña, and Claudia
Casteñada for their continuing commu-
nication with her office.

Those coordinators were also
among those who participated in video
interviews over the weekend about their
experiences as Oblate Associates.
These interviews will be included in up-
coming video programs to facilitate on-
going formation of Oblate Associates in
the U.S.

Nearly 700 Associates are
now active, many in areas where no
Oblates are present, all over the

Eagle Pass welcomes new Associates

Fr. Kulwiek presents cross to Julian Hooper
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A mong those celebrating 60 years of priestly ordina-
tion in 2018, Fr. Sherman Wall, OMI, has spent
the past 32 years in Howell county, one of the poor-

est counties in Missouri, as pastor of Sacred Heart in Willow
Springs and St. Joseph Mission in White Church. St. Jo-
seph, opened on March 25, 1886, was the first Catholic
community in Howell County.

As well as serving their spiritual needs, Fr. Wall leads
the parishioners (about 100 families), who he describes as
outgoing, generous and dedicated to their faith, in reaching
out in a substantial way to the poor in the community.

Opening a food pantry and thrift store (named
MUNCH -
Missourians
United to Com-
bat Hunger),
they started off
d i s t r i bu t ing
food once a
month to a  few
needy families.
The need was
so great that
they quickly ex-

panded the ministry to serve hundreds of families every month.

Condensed from an article by Mike Viola on the OMIUSA
website.

Today, nearly 50 volunteers collect and distribute food
for the poor.  They also collect and repair donated clothes
and household items to sell in the thrift store.  MUNCH
also helps families with utility bills on an emergency basis.

“Last month we served 540 households.  That
was the busiest month that we ever had,” said Fr. Sherman.

With the distinctive flat-top haircut he had when
ordained, and  loved by people in the area for his humble
ministry, Fr. Wall typifies the Oblate missionary envisioned
by St. Eugene deMazenod. More than 300 people from
the parish and community attended a recent pot-luck din-
ner celebrating his 60 years of priesthood, smf to thank
him for his dedication to the people of Howell County.

Spiritual, corporal works of mercy
at core of Fr. Wall’s ministry

Having finished a meeting (of
the International Commission
on English in the Liturgy -

ICEL) in Washington, DC, Archbishop
Jabulani Adatus Nxumalo, OMI,  of
Bloemfontein, South Africa, dropped in
at “391”  for an afternoon and evening
visit  with the Oblate community.

Archbishop Nxumalo, the
sixth Oblate to serve as archbishop of
Bloemfontein since its founding in
1951, had been a classmate of Fr.
Tom Couglin during their studies in the
Roman scholasticate.

In the editor’s office while on a tour
of the provincial headquarters:  l-r:
Fr. Coughlin, Archbishop Nxumalo,
Frs. George Kirwin and Art Flores.
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On  January 23, to celebrate the
week of Christian Unity, Bro.
Pat McGee, OMI, director

of novices, invited Fr. Harry Winter,
OMI, to share his knowledge and pas-
sion for inter-faith and inter-religious
dialogue. To hear how Oblates have
been leaders around the world was in-
spirational. Fr. Winter was especially in-
terested in the internationality of our
community and the lived experiences of
the novices.

Left: The Novitiate community re-

told the story of the companions of St.
Eugene as they gathered in the upper
room on January 25,1816. In doing so,
they shared their own stories of call, of
challenge and of joy in the midst of com-
munity.

They also shared in the wash-
ing of each other’s feet after retelling of
Eugene’s December 3, 1825 experi-
ence at the church of the Trinity of the
Pilgrims in Rome.

Novices celebrate Christian Unity,
special Oblate feast

Several of the Mazenodian
Family members have asked
me how they can share in a

fuller  way in the Oblate charism.
They believe in the ministry we

Oblates do; they want to support us in
our way of life as vowed religious; they
want to contribute more to the good
ministry we do.

This was particularly evident
when on February 9-10, 35 Oblate

Partners and Oblates gathered in San
Antonio to plan together how these
Partners, who have been very generous
financially to us, can help us in
strategizing our mission and ministry into
the future.

An important quality of Oblates
and how we minister, for me, has always

been, “We are close to the people with
whom, and for whom, we minister.”

The Mazenodian Family, U.S.
Province, comprises almost a half-
million folks (including our mission
donors) who believe in us, believe in
what we do, how we minister and are
passionate in their desire to connect
more closely with us in the charism of
our Founder.  They deserve this
opportunity and our help in achieving it
at a deeper level.

There will be more about this
Mazenodian Family in future articles
and on the website.

Arthur A Pingolt, Jr.
President

Right, back: Fr. Frank Kuczera, OMI,
Joey Methé, Fr. Winter, Lazero Leal,
Wilbroad Kapembwa, Front: Michael
Kaboza, Sarath Thangaprakasam,
Bro. McGee.

Studer reflects on
Partnership meet

by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI
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The January 2018 Come and See vocation retreat,
prepared by vocation directors Frs. Jesse Esqueda,
Harold Fisher, Richard Hall, Tuam Pham and

Paul Patrick, in San Antonio, TX, drew 19 men ranging
from ages 18-38.

They came from: Houston, TX; Caseyville, IL;

Chicago, IL; Belleville, IL; Freemont,
NE;  Panorama City, CA; Pacoima,
CA; Del Rio, TX;  Cibilo; TX, Spring,

TX; Cypress, TX; San Antonio, TX; Indianapolis, IN; and
Mississauga, ONT, Canada.

Among the retreat activities, participants joined the
Oblate Associates at San Juan de Los Lagos Parish and
Shrine. Having prepared sandwiches, organized clothing
and blankets, they traveled to the east side of San Antonio
to join members of the Baptist church in assisting  the less
fortunate.  There the young men intermingled with the poor
and truly received an “eye opening” experience of what it

means to serve God’s poor, and what it means to be an
Oblate.  Fr. David Munoz, OMI, spoke on discernment
and the charism of the Oblates through our Founder, St.
Eugene de Mazenod.

We also visited our parishes where Oblate
Fathers Ed Hauf and Izzy Garcia gave a brief
summary of their ministry along with a history of their
parishes.

On the last day, Sunday, we participated with the
community and Fr. Richard Guerra, OMI, at San Juan
de los Lagos Spanish Mass. Afterwards we were treated
to a tasty Mexican breakfast!

Come and See draws 19 to San Antonio
by Fr. Richard Hall, OMI

Clockwise: above: distributing food; right:  handing out
clothing; below:  Fr. Izzy Garcia surrounded by the can-
didates at Immaculate Conception Church.

Far left: Fr. Hall; far r: Frs. Pham, Fisher, Esqueda; kneeling: Fr. Patrick

Fr. Ed Hauf speaks to group
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During a visit to the Oblate
Mission in La Morita, Mexico,
over the weekend of February,

Fr. Louis Studer accompanied Fr.
Julio Narvaez on his regular Sunday
rounds visiting the elderly and sick of
his parish delivering much needed food
baskets to some desperately needy
people of La Morita.

The afternoon consisted of visits
to about ten homes in all, where baskets
containing food, blankets and other
necessities were left for the families after
some cheerful conversation and
blessings from the priests.

Studer, Narvaez visit
La Lomita parishes

Photos, text by Will Shaw

In some of the homes the
occupants were elderly, others middle-
aged, there were single moms and young
adults, and children were
present everywhere. All live
in deep poverty and some are
desperately ill.

In order to identify
families needing special help,
Fr. Narvaez relies on some lay
women in the parish who hear
about such cases in their
neighborhoods. They let Fr.
Narvaez know where the
people are along with their
needs and they often

never hear about these mostly home-
bound individuals.

Reflecting on his visit, Fr. Studer
said that he was deeply touched by the
experience: “It’s a tremendous
example of the kind of ministry
being done among the poorest of the
poor everyday by the men of the
Oblate Mission in La Morita. These
men are delivering much-needed
food and supplies to these people but
most of all, they’re delivering hope
and a reminder of God’s love for
them.”

accompany Fr. Narvaez on these visits.
Without the participation of these
dedicated lay people, Fr. Narvaez might
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The Oblates of Mary Immaculate
are making a vital impact with
our missionary presence among

the poor in Tijuana. Oblates Jesse
Esqueda, Julio Narvaez, Webert
Merilan, Lucio Castillo, Peter
Vasquez, along with pre-novitiate
formators, Bill Antone and Marek
Stroba bring the sacraments every
weekend to 12 mission chapels as well
as the main church of San Eugenio, cel-
ebrating 14 Masses, hearing confessions
and baptizing children.

The Oblates have a simple, but
well established parish church, clinic,
rectory, meeting rooms and mission
chapels, but are developing a plan to
move further east and south where the
“new poor” are locating from Central
American countries. The current build-
ings would be turned over to the Arch-
diocese of Tijuana in June 2019.

Archbishop Francisco
Moreno approves the plan and ex-

pressed profound
gratitude to the
Oblates for their
missionary ac-
tivities in the
archdiocese for
over 40 years.
He readily ap-
plauded the fact
that, as mission-
aries, we are will-
ing to move to
serve these “new poor in our midst.
(cf Fr. Brobst article, p. 14)

The Oblates have already iden-
tified some available land to develop as
the new headquarters of our ministry in
this area. With the scheduled relinquish-
ing of our present site in June 2019,
work needs to begin soon to build some
simple housing for the five Oblates who
will relocate there.

Visiting the four prenovices at
Casa Estudiandil always gives a bit of

Frs. Studer, Esqueda and Narvaez discuss parish plans
with Archbishop Moreno.

Tijuana Ministry challenging
by Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Celebrating  Bro. Vasquez’ birthday: back, l-r: Pre-novice Gabriel Silvestre,
Fr. Webert Merilan, Fr. Jesse Esqueda, Pre-novice Emmanuel García, Bro.
Peter Vasquez; front, l-r: Fr. Bill Antone, Pre-novices Beto González and
Brandon Ontiveros.

remote assurance that the ministry of
the Oblates in Tijuana will continue into
the distant future. Frs. Antone and
Stroba guide these four young men who
are discerning our way of life as future
Oblates.

They invited us to a barbecue
at which each prenovice took the op-
portunity to provide some background
information about themselves, where
they are from and how they first met
the Oblates.

26 Oblate Affiliados gathered
for prayer, social, meeting and dinner,
as they do each month. Each one of
them spoke with one of the Oblates at
this gathering and asked for prayers in
their discerning of their vocation. Each
of them venerated the Oblate crucifix
and learned more about the centrality
of the crucifix in the spirituality and
charism of St. Eugene from their men-
tor, Jesse Esqueda. It is very impres-
sive to witness these young men as they
seriously discern what God is asking
of them at this time of their lives.
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On February 3, the Oblates  met with Archbishop Fran-
cisco Barron-Moreno concerning the future of our Ob-
late mission in Tijuana.  Since the mission was estab-

lished in 1996, local population has greatly increased. It is es-
timated that more than 200,000 people live within the San
Eugenio parish boundaries.

Our discussion with the Archbishop was about creat-
ing two parishes out of the existing parish, turning over leader-
ship of the more developed portion to the diocese, then mov-
ing into the poorer portions of the parish boundaries and ex-
panding into less-developed areas where the New Faces of
the Poor are living outside the current parish boundaries.

Union Antorchista, Fuentes and La Ladrillera are
some of the areas where we are developing new faith commu-
nities. The new migrants tend to build along railroad tracks,

Changes in Tijuana planned
by Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI

squatting on federal land.  These neighborhoods lack ba-
sic infrastructure such as paved roads, potable water, sani-
tation and electricity. The Archbishop is very grateful for
the development of this parish and of our continued com-
mitment to work with the poorest populations of the City
of Tijuana.

F r. Lou Stuuder, OMI, joined
Oblates ministering in
Brownsville  and Mission, TX, for

their regular monthly meeting on
February 8 to discuss their ministry
in five Southwest area parishes.

The noon parish Mass was
celebrated at the Immaculate
Conception Cathedral where
Oblates have served more than 150
years!

Bishop Daniel Flores, who
stopped by the rectory that
evening for a visit, was very
generous in his positive comments
about the excellent pastoral
ministry the Oblates are providing
at two parishes and their missions

in Brownsville, as well as in Mission,
Sarita and Roma, TX.  The ministries
of community organizing and

L-r: Frs. Roy Snipes, Kevin Collins Michael Amesse, Lou Studer, Richard
Philion, Peter Antonisamy and José Torres.

distributing food and clothes to the
poor in the parishes in Brownsville
was especially impressive.

their ministry  in five parishes in these areas of the Southwest. They are a good

the Oblates are providing at two parishes and their missions in Brownsville, as

not go unnoticed by Bishop Flores.  He hopes the Oblates will continue to be a
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The Oblate parish of St. Casimir’s
in St. Paul, MN, celebrated the
125th Anniversary of it’s found-

ing in 1892 on December 3, 2017.
Back then, the first building

housed both a school on the ground
floor (which opened in September
1893 with an enrollment of 50) and a
church on the upper floor. The building
was blessed on November 27, 1892
and the first Mass was celebrated on
December 3.

The permanent Romanesque
Church built in the Beaux Arts style was
completed in 1904 and remains a land-
mark 113 years later, listed as it is on
the National Register of Historic
Places..

Originally built to serve an in-
creasing  population of Polish immi-
grants, the parish was staffed by dioc-
esan priests until Archbishop John Ire-
land called on some Oblate friends who
were serving in Northern Minnesota to
take over. Fr. Andrew Stojar, OMI
answered the call and remained pastor
for the next 39 years.

Over the decades, St.
Casimir’s has seen many changes: the

Church survived a fire in 1945, but the
school  could not survive dwindling en-
rollment and closed some 25 years ago;
While Polish was once the dominant
language of the parish,  English is now
most commonly heard, but some Pol-
ish traditions continue to be observed
on special days.

Today, a fairly typical inner-
city parish, St. Casimir’s is home to
some 274 families, including a new
group of immigrants from
Myanmar: the Karen.

Fr. Michael Powell, OMI,
pastor of St. Casimir’s said the anni-
versary celebrations included an all-
school reunion and dance on Saturday
evening, December 2 attended by about
140 people.

The dance was followed on
Sunday December 3, with a Mass cel-
ebrated by St. Paul’s Archbishop Ber-
nard A. Hebda. A Polish-inspired
breakfast reception followed, drawing
nearly 250 people, including some
school alumni who shared their memo-
ries of St. Casimir’s.

The parish gave 10 Oblates to
the Church,  Frs. Stan Sergot, John
Maslowski, James Datko, James
Pillar, Jerome Datko, Roger
Courteau, Greg Gallagher, and
Roger Schwietz  (who is now
Archbishop Emeritus of Anchorage,
AK) and Bro. Patrick McGee.

By Will Shaw with Fr. Michael Powell, OMI
125 years celebrated by St. Casimir parish

Archbishop Hebda (2nd from left)  joined, l-r:  Oblate Frs.  Harold Fisher,
Michael Powell and David Kalert for the celebration dinner.

Conclebrating the anniversary Mass with Archbishop Hebda (center)
were, l-r: Frs. John Ettensohn, Harold Fisher, Michael Powell, David
Kalert and Lon Konold.
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diocese. Three Oblates plan to arrive
February 17th, with the hope that the
church, in the process of construction,
will be finished soon, once funds are
available. The current small building
used as a church
is terribly inade-
quate for the 500
or more expected
to attend when the
church is com-
pleted.

It is said
that a missionary
“worth his salt” can adapt to whatever
situation, familiarize himself with
whatever circumstances in which he
finds himself! This would certainly be
true of the Missionary Oblates’
ministries in Zambia! This creativity,
adaptability, resourcefulness, has made
these ministries and presence an
important, valuable, much appreciated,
contribution to the welfare of the people
of Zambia and to their knowledge
about, and their living out, the good
news of Jesus Christ.

 After 60 years of ministry, the  Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate reached a difficult decision to close the Immaculata Retreat
Center in Willimantic, CT. The official closure date was March 1, 2018.
Acknowledging the ministry of all who have been associated with it, the
Retreat Center hosted a farewell celebration at a February 25 Mass,
with Most Rev. Michael R. Cote, Bishop of Norwich, presiding, fol-
lowed by an open house reception.
 Some comments made on the January Province Retreat “Jour-
ney with a Merciful God” led by Bishop Gerry Wiesner, OMI,  in
San Antonio:
 Awareness of and centering on Jesus; bible quotes of mercy,
healing and hope.  For me it was with the best OMI retreat.

 Emphasis on scripture by the Bishop.
 The choice of the Bishop was excellent.  I also appreciated the Bishop’s

suggestion about respecting silence between meals.
 Very Oblate approach.  Very spiritual, prayerful, calming.

Bishop Wiesner will preach the  remaining two retreats  on Sept 10-14 in
Belleville, and  September 24-28 at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Infirmary in
Tewksbury.
 On February 9 each of the leaders of the Mazenodian Family (The
Oblates, Honorary Oblates, Oblate Affiliates, Oblate Associates, Oblate
Employees, Oblate Mission Supporters, Oblate Partners, Oblate Youth) met
to lay the groundwork for the U.S. Province to celebrate the Year of Vocations in
January 2019, as well as for the province-wide Oblate Convocation planned for
April, 2020.  Frs. Frank Santucci and David Muñoz are organizing and planning
the events of celebration for the Year of Vocations Fr. Juan Ayala will chair the
committee to plan the Convocation.
 For as long as anyone in Belleville can remember, “Fat Tuesday” has
been celebrated with a New Orleans-style buffet lunch King’s House Retreat
and Renewal Center. All the members of the local “Mazenodian Family” are
invited: employees, Associates, former retreatants, friends, neighbors, and of
course, the Oblates themselves. Creole favorites like red beans & rice, Chicken
Gumbo, Seafood Étouffee’,
and more are prepared and
served by the King’s House
staff to the enthusiastic
crowd.

Frs. Kalaluka, Flores

Right: Oblates Bro. Bill
Lundberg, Fr. Urban
Figge, and Associate
Gene Wescovitch.


